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The Preſent Intereſt of England in mat- 


ters of Religuon, ſtated, &C. 


Bru are now written to inſtru& the preſent Age, anc to 


Fn J__ mth.” * EY 


inform the future ; that this may know what ought to be 

” done, and that may (ee what has been done; and in this 

lies the great skill and wiſdom of good men, to know and 

underſtand the work of God in their day, that they may be l:- 
bourers together with God, and *workers together with him, , «, . - 


do not know, nor underſtand the work of God in their day. F4- 
cob ſtaid; fo long in Canaan till he wanted bread ; God ſent a 
Famine upon that. Land, that Facob and his Family ' might go. 
down to Egypr, and to eat bread to the full. God remembred 
him tn his low eſtate, but he remembred not the mighty works 
of God that he had ſeen, . nor-that experience he had of his love. 
and grace, his mercies and goodnels that had followed him all 
along ; he looked upon the providences of God,and they ſeem'd 
to run crols to the promiles ; he. looked upon the work of 
God, and that ſeem'd to be fo dark, that he could ſee no beau- 
ty nor glory in it: He looked upon the things that then befe! 
him, and they ſeem'd to work together for his hurt : And Facet 


(aid, All theſe things are againſt me. He look't upon Sz»:con that Gen 42.35, 


was left behind in Egypt, to be a dead man, Joſeph 7 nor, ad 

Simeon * not, and the going down of Benjamin with the reſt of 
' his Brethren,to be nothing bur a trick and a delign of theEoypri- 
ans tO get all his Sons into their hands, that they might be 
Bondmen and Slaves at the leaſt: And he ſaid, Me have ye be- 

reaved of my Children. When Facob taiy the glory of God's ! 
| D.C work 


-» 


» Sn. 


and ſerve their generation by the will of God. Sometimes men 2: cor. 5.1. 
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© The Preſent Intereſt of England: 
work appear, then he rejoyced ; but the way to that glory 
he did = underſtand. Now that which God ended and 


* deſigned by all this, was the fulfilling of his word; the glory 


Numb. 13. 


of -his holy name, the increaſe of his Church, chat he inighe 
mike of them a great Nation, as he had promiſed. Ard: the 
[ or! jid unto Abraham, Know of a ſurety, that thy Sced ſhall be 
a /iranger in a Land that is not theirs, and._ ſhall ſerve them, and 
ry ſhall affiit them four hundred years, and alſo that Nation 
whom they ſhall ſerve, will T judge, and afterwards ſhall they come 
"Ut with preat ſubſtance, Gen. 15.13, 14. When men do not 
underſtand the work of God in their day, then -they cenſure, 
and arraign,' and condemn that wiſdom and power, that love 
and grace, that goodneſs and mercy, that is moving towards 
them, and breaking in upon them. God can do whatſo- 
my pleaſeth, and he. will do whatſoever he hath pro- 
miſed.- 


Sometimes men leave the work of God, and forſake it, 
and tun their backs upon it, after- they have been ingaged in 
ir. So did the Children of Iſrael when they were in the Wil- 
dernels of Paran. - God had taken them out of the Iron Fur- 
nace, and had brought them up from the Houſe of Bondage, 
and ſavedthem from the: Swords of the Egyprians, and ,feal'd 
his truth to them by Miracles and Wonders in the Wilder- 
neſsas they paſt along. And now they being come near Canaan, 
the Lord commanded them by Moſes, togo in and poſſeſs that good 
Land, a Landthat flowed with Milk and Honey, the glorious Land, 
and the . glory .of all: Lands. And this was-the work of God in 
that day, . but.they rebelled: againſt che Lord, and: would not 
hearken unto his voice. And at-the Children of Iſrael murmured 


' againſt Moſes," and: againſt. Aaron - and the whole. Congregation 


ſaid unto them, Would God that we had - died in the Land of 


Egypt, or would God we had dicd in this Wilderneſs 5 and wbere- 


fore hath the Lord brought. us. unto this Land, to fall by the Sw d, 
thet , our Wives and our Children ſhould be a prey ? Were it not 


better for us to return into Egypt? And they faid one to another, 
Let us makg a Captain, and let us return into Egypt, Numb.14. 


For 


2+ 3, 4s You ſee here they were] for Egypr, and not Canaan - 


a 
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For a new Captain to leAthem, and not A7oſes : For Bon- 
dage and Slayery. and not Liberty and Freedom : And God: 
Almighty took them at their word. As traly as I live ſaith the 
Lord, as ye have ſpolen in mine Ears, fo will I do to you, Your 

Carcaſes ſhall fat in this Wilderneſs, and all that were numbred 
; of you, according to your whole number from twenty years. old and 
upward which have murmured againſk me, verſe 28, 29. Their 
Eo2ypt was the Wilderneſs, their Captain was their punith- 
ment, and forty years was the time of their miſery. Bur with 
many of them Gud w.1ts not well-pleaſed, for they were overthrown. Cor.1o. 5. 
in the Wilderneſs. They that will not hear che word of God 
that is ſpoken to then, thall feel the wrath of God that is 
{pokeh of them. There is a way of flying to God, but there 
is no way of flying from God. 


t Sometimes men deſpiſe the work of God. and: look upon 

it as a very {inall thing, not. worthy of cheir acceptance ; this 

did the Fews that were in, Captivity, which Nebuchadnezzar 

| had carried away. from the land of Judez to Babylon: And _ 
after they had been. there threeſcore and ten years, the Lord ſtir- > Chron, 
red up the. ſpirit of Cyrus King of Perſia, rbat he made a4 Pro- 35. 21. 
clamation throughout all his Kingdom, and put it alſo in Writing, 
ſaying Who is there among, you of all his people ? Fi God be with 

him, and let him go up to feruſalem which is in Judah, and Build 

the Houſe of the Lord God of Iſrael, he is rhe God which s in Je- 
rulalem. 4nd whoſoever remaineth in any place where he ſojourn- 

eth let the men of his place help him with Silver, and with Gola, 

and with Goads. and with Beaſts, beſides the Frec-will Ofrexing for 

che Houſe of. God that isin.Jerulalem, Exra 1, 1, 3, 4- 


Now what did theſe 7ews do after they had ſeen the- Kings - 
Proclamation, which was ſo full of Love and Goodneſs? _ 
Did they go up to Jers/alem, ar.d Puild the Houſe of God ?- 
Their Yokes were now brok<n, their Bands were. looſed, 
their heavy Burdens were removed, Liberty was. proc:aimed, 
2 Door was opened of Mercy and Grace,. the Call . of God 
was clear, the Work of God was great and glorious. . Some g-r; 2.7. 
of them did go upd. They were only them. whole ſpirits God had Ezra 1.5... 
| | rais'd. 


o  *raisd to go up ; but che moſt of them did not, as appear'd 
: afterwards” by Haman's Plot, Eft her 3- $, 9. And Haman 
ſaid unto King Ahaſuerus, there 35 a certain people ſcattered 
abroad, and diſpers d among the people, in all the Provinces of; thy 
"Kingdom, and their Laws are diverſe from all people, weither keep 
they the Kings Laws ; therefore it 1s not for the Kings profit to 
ſuffer them. If it pleaſe the King let it be written that they may 
be deſtroy'd, and I will pay ten Thouſand T alents of Silver to the 
hands of thoſe that have the charge of the buſineſs, How {ad is 
it then not to follow the call of God ? Thete Fcws lookt upon 
the-Way up to Jeriſalem to be long, the Journey dangerous, 
the Succels doubtful, the King a Heathen, the Enemy there 
before, and - therefore they deſpiſed the work of God, and 
prefer'd their eaſe before glory, and bondage before freedom, 
and their little concerns before the great and glorious work of 
God. They choſe rather to dwell amongſt the Heathens, 
and to ſee their abominable Idolatry, than to gv up with their 
Brethren to Jer«/alem to worthip the Lord. When men take | 
their meaſures from their fears, and jealouſies, and not from ; 
the word of God, and his providences : When men conſulr | 
with Flehand Blood, and not the duty of their places, and 
the work of God that lyes before them: When men lean to 
their own underitandinegs,and reject the counſel of God : When 
men rely upon an Arm of Fleth, and not upon the mighty 
God of Facob; ey do deſpiſe the work of God in their 
day, and cry it doWn, and endeavour to bring. an evil report 
upon it, ſaying, Ah, this is not the cime, rhis 1s not the way, 
' theſe are not fit inſtruments to be imploy'd. O vain man, 
know and conſider, that Gods power 1s irretiſtible, his wil- 
dom unſearchable, and his ways paſt finding- out. Sin ar 
the firſt was the caule of all ignorance, but now ignorance 15 
the cauſe of all ſin. Our work below is then. the beſt done, 
when our work above is the firſt done. | | 


Sometimes men refiſt the work of God,2nd oppoſe it in their 
day, and (eek to overthrow it This the perſecuting Jews did in 
the days of our Saviour,and in the days of the Apoltles. For thi; 

Att 5: 39- man doth many Miracles ; if we let this man alone,all men with believe 
67 


17) 2 
on him, and the Romans ſhall come and take away both cur pl.ce 
and nation, Tohn 11. 47, 48. Theſe words were ſpoken in 
Counſel, and the deſign of them was to overthrow the work 
of God, to perſecute Chriſt Jeſus to death, and his faithful 
Witneſſes. Then from that day forth they took Counſel together 
for to put him to death, werſe 53. he came and preached peace 
to them, but they proclaimed War againſt him. He came 
to his own, but they received him not. He came to heal 
them, but they wounded him. He came to fave them, bur 
they killed him. He was full of love, grace, and truth, bur 
they were filled with rage, malice, prejudice, and unbelief. 
They clipped the wings of his mercy, and clogged the wheels 
of his love and kindneG. They thut up the treaſures of his 
grace azainſt themlelves, and held 'the hand of his power by: 
their unbelief. Ard he did not many mighty works there be- 
call'e of their unbelief, Matth. 13. 58. That which the unbe- 
lieving Fews ſaid then, the unbelieying Gentiles fay now. 
We will not have this man to reign over us. Sin and Satan 
ſhall reign, the Law and the Letter ſhall reign: Bur he chat - 
is Lord of life, and gives life, ſhall not reign over us. The 
ways and methods that the Jews took to keep the Romans out, 
brought the Romans in upon them. For they perſecuted Gods 
Faithful Servants, -and commanded them not to- preach the 
Goſpel, not to ſpeak itt his name, and that brought the wrath 
of God upon them. Forbidding 1 to ſpeak. ro the Gentiles, 
that they might be ſaved, to fill up their ſins alway: For the wrath 
i come upon them to the uttermojt, 1 Thefſ. 2: 16, When men 
take evil ways to ſave themleives from the evil they fear, 
that may come and may not come, it is the ready way to 
bring thatevil upon them they fear. Take therefore no thought 
for the miorrow, for the morrow ſhall eake thought for the things 
of it ſelf: ſuficient nmto the day us the, evil thereof, Matth. 6. 34, 
When we make God cur refuge, and ſtrength, then he makes 
Heaven our inheritance, and tie. Earth 'our paſſage to that 
glorious inheritance. 


_ Thave in the firſt place ſhew'd you what was done hereto- 
fore by the Jews, and what that work of God was in Hos 
ays ; 
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The Preſent Intereſt of England 
days; For whatſoever things were mritten aforctime, were written 
our learning, that we through patience and comfort of the Scrip- 


ea ets 


_ or c 
op might have hope, Romans 15, 4. And -now in the {ccond 


place I thall ſhew you, what that work of God is in' our day, 


© that:you that know may know more, and do the things that are 


Juſt, and beſt for your ſelves, and others. This then is a two- 
fold work. 


1. A Salvation Work. 
2. A Generation Work. 


T. Firſt a Salvation Work. Work out your Salvation with fear 
and trembling, Phil. 2.12. I muſt workthe works of him that ſent 
:e, while it is day : the night cometh wherein no man can wor 


' Zobu 9.4. Death is a work, but wants to be done. the doing 
. of it we!l then, will require now our utmoſt endeavours, our 


Tearelt diligence, our always abcunding in the work ofthe 

ord, a con{idering of our ways, a right ordering of our con- 
verſations, a running the race that is fet before us, a ſtriving to 
enter in .at the ſtrait gate, a giving all diligence to make our 
calling and election ſure, a growing in grace, and a laying up 
2 good foundation againſt the time to come, and a Jabouring 
for that bread that periſheth not. O conſider this, that Heaven, 


*and Hell, will divide between them all the people that are 


now living upon the earth in a little time ; every man muſt 
thoot the Gulf of Eternity at Death, and then another Gulf 
will be fixed. And beſides all this, between us and you there 15 a 
great gulf fixed, ſo that they which would paſs from hence to you, 
canmot, neither can they paſs to us that would come from thence, Luke 
I6; 26. They that dye in their ſins, God will never return to 
them to ſhew.mercy,' and-they ſhall never return to him to 
receive mercy. O work therefore while it is called to day, 
the day of mercy is yet continued, and the day of grace 15 not - 
yet ended : he that will dye but once, muſt dye daily : . he 
that will be delivered from the ſecond Death, muſt have apart 
1n the firſt Reſurre&tion : He that will be equal with Saints in 
Glory, muſt beeminent with Saints in Grace. No Souls can 
live with God in Heaven, but ſuch in whom che Spixit of > ney 
| | IVC 
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ted, - 


]ved whiles they were on Earth. They that negled the work 


of their Salvation, cannot eſcape the punithment of their Dam- 
nation. 47ow ſhall we eſcape if we neglett ſo great Salvation ? Heb. 
- 2.3. This is the work that every man ſhould moſt purſue, and 
thatearly, and not to refer it, and pur it off to a dying hour. 
O how unfit a time is that for ſo great a work? Often-times 
Mens Speech is taken from them, they would ſpeak, bur can- 
not ; ſometimes their reaſon is taken from them, they are 
light-headed, and ſpeak they know not what ; ſurely that is 


not a proper ſeaſon for men to make their peace with God. 


Canany man think that God Almighty will be ſo ſoon re- 
concil'd to him, that hath lived a ſinful wicked life all his days, 
when he lyes on his death bed, under the weight of all his fins 
when wrath. is in his boſom, and vengeance at his back? I was 
told Jately of a rich man, that ſpake thele words -on his bed, 
4 lictle before lie dyed ; I havelefr rhouſands for this Child, and 
thouſanas for that Child, but T have no treaſures laid up for my ſelf 
in Heaven, To make then Rich, I have made my felf Poor « to make 
them great, I have made my ſclf miſerable, and now my poor *Soul 
1s left to ſhift for it ſelf, what will become of it 1 know not. O 1s 
- not this the {ad ſtateand condition of many a Rich Man when 
he comes to dye? A great man may enjoy much,and yet he wants 
more than he enjoys; he wants the favour of God, an inte- 
reſt in Jeſus Chriſt, and that joy of the holy Ghoſt which is 
unſpeakable, and full of glory, and that love of God, which 
is better than life, and that grace which is ſufficient, and aſ- 
{urance of that glory which God hath promiſed, and Chriſt 
hath purchaſed. O nork while it is. diy, for the mght cometh 
when no man can work, When once the Maſter of the Houſe 
isriſen up, and hath ſhut to the door, and ye begin to ſtand 
without, - and to knock at the door, ſaying, Lord, Lord open unto 
115, and he ſhall anſwer and ſayunto you, I know you not whence you 
are, Depart from me, ye workers of iniquity. Luke 13. 25, 26,27, 


O be therefore traders for heaven, that God may be your por-: 
tion, Chriſt your gain, Heaven your home, and Glory your 


reward. ' Thu then is the work of your Salvation to continue in 


well-doing, ſeeking for Glory, and Honour, and Immortality, and 


that 


IIS Ce Oo aa 

05 TERRA VE EI bas SINE CO Ee Ie PO DRE AB It re ont IPOS IS PER nes OT I I re IN 
METS 2 » SG CT Oey SSD A EI Ens LIEN; Foe TION THEE "> ns See of Ce rakes {I NEY SE: 
. Wok. rag 5 ADE 7 4 _ EAT AMTY 6; 


Eternal Life: But Glory, Honour and Peace ro every one, Rom. 2. >. 


SARS ar te , © 26s = he. DAE ERIN EE» © end dine Nr Et - We 7 
2 RET a Ee Dr Re a ter Moe der SIO, A ne 
F; es ES) ITO IEY. *o LIE» Rr AR R TH OY Im 
. = : ; e : 
_ C 
: N ri CITY 
| .: 
d 


yer, 10, 11, that worketh good. For there is no reſpe&t of perſons with God, 
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Secondly, A Generation Work. And you will ſay, What is 
tnar> Have you not known, have you not heard, has it not 


been told you > God cn 9-97 hath ſpoken to theſe Nations. 
J 


frm Heaven,by his mizhty works which we have all ſeen: and 


the Trumpet of his providences hath ſounded this truth aloud . 


3:1) Our ears : To looſe the bands of wickedneſs, to undo the heavy 


burthens, and tolet the oppreſſed go free, and that ye breakgevery 


Toke, Tſatab 58. G, 


Who is there amongſt us, that hath not heard this voice ? 
The King that firs upon the Throne hath ſpoken to us, by 
his late- gracious Declaration for Liberty of Conſcience. Ga- 
malicl by one argument filenced a whole aſſembly of perlecutors, 
that had agreed to ſlay the Holy Apoſtles. Ard they took 
Counſel together to ſlay them, Ads 5.33. Gamaliels argument 


. Was this: Now I /ay unto, you, Refrain from theſe men, and let 


them alone : for if this counſel, or this work be of men, it will come 
70 nought : but ifat be of God ye cannct overthrow ut, leſt haply ye be 
found even to fight againſt God, werſe 38, 39. Now the King by 
1s gracious Declaration hath done much more, for he ; = 
{lenced all the perſecutors in three Kingdoms, and tyed up 
their hands, that they cannot ſmite with the fit of wickednels : 
Many Thoufands of Gods people in theſe Kingdoms have 


{poken alſo to you, by the many humble addrefles they pre-.. 


{ented to the King, blefling God, and thanking: the King for. 
this Liberty of Conſcience which they now enjoy. Perlecy-: 


_ tion isa thing ſo ill in its nature, ſo black in its name, ſo bad 


1n its effects and conſequences, ſo aiſplealting ro God, fo hart- 
tulto a Kingdom, and fo deſtructive to trade, that modeſty 
it ſe]f might reſtrain men from that helliſh and deviliſh work, 


- though they had nothing of Sa. We in them: and this will 
t 


appear farther, becauſe, Bleſſed are they, which are perſecuted for 
Righteouſneſs ſake-for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven, Matth. 5.10. 
iNow if they be bleſſed, that are perſecuted, then they that 
peplecute:- are curſed. If Heaven be the reward of faichful 
\utferers for Conſcience fake towards God, then Hell will 


be 
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be the-portion of perſecutors. IF-perſecution be a thing es Fas 
evil and bad, let us conſider then what theſe Penal Laws and-!* ** 
Teſts are; and what they have done, or has been done by - 
them. | | 


| . | 
I. Firſt then, . Thefe Penal Law's have arm'd your Enemies, ' - 
and put Weapons into their Hands to deſtroy you that are 
Diflenters. When you were inthe hands of your perſecutors, 
they neither pity'd you, nor ſpar'd you; but broke open. 
your Doors, and entered into your Houſes, taking away 
.your Money. and Goods, and at ſome places not leaving the 
Poor People a Bed to lye.on, nor a Stool to fit on : forcing 
you to attend from Seflions to Sefſions,and from Aſſize fo Aſhze, 
{ti]] keeping them bound over, and putting many into Priton, 
and there keeping them long, and ſome fo long till they dy'd. 
And at that tinie they told you, that ic was not they that 
ſpoil'd you of your goods, but the Laws: it was not they 
that ſhut you up in Priſon, but the Laws: ic was not they 
that punith'd and deſtroy'd;you for your Conſciences towards 
God, bur the Laws. This was that perſecutors ſaid then, 
and this is that they ſay now, it was the Laws that deſtroyed 
you, and not them. The King by his Declaration hath pur 
Violence out of their Hands, that they cannot hurt you ; and : 
do you pray to God that he might put Violence out of their 
Hearts, that they ay not hate you ; and rake hold of this 
a 


opportunity that God hath put into your Hands, by all Juſt and 
Lawful means, that thole Laws may be deſtroy'd, that have 


deſtroy'd ſo many people. This makes men bold to commir 
the greateſt- wickedneſs, when they have Laws to encourage 
them, and bear them out. This ſaid the Fcws that Mur- 
dered our Lord and Saviour, We have a Law, And by our Law John 19. 7. 
he ought to dye. And this was the thing that caſt Daxiel into Dan.s. 1<. 
the Den of Lyons, namely 1he Law of the AMedes and Perſians, 
And this was that encourag'd Haman to cContrive the de- 
Nruction and ruin of ſo many thouſand Fers ar once 3 The Eſte: 3.3. 
Law being on his ſide, and againſt them. And this is that the 
Prophet Micah complain'd of, That rhe Starures of Oinri - 
were kept up, and all the works of the houſe of Ahab, Aficah 6. 16. 

B 2 " Now 


10 


Matth. 25. 
I4, 15: 


Eſth. 3. 9, 
3. 


1. Joh. g 0 
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The Preſent Intereſt of England 
Now ifthe Penal L.aws be { hurtful, who then can plead for 
cl:cir CONLINUAnce ? | | 


2. Secondly theſe Penal Laws have given great encourage- 
ment to the Informers : Good men will nor labour for nothing, 
and baa men will ſtick at nothing ; All is Fith that- comes to 
th£ir Net, and they will Fith though they catch the Devi], 
and their own damnation together : Theſe - Poa allowing the 
Informer a third part of the money that is got from the peo- 


ple; that go to quiet and peaceable Meetings, there to wor- 


ihip the Lord in ſpirit and in truth. T4 for the love of 
thirty pieces of (11lver ſold his Lord and Matter intv the hands 
of Betrayers and Murderers. Ahbaſuerzs to gain ten thouſand 
Talents of ſilver conſented, and commanded that the beſt peo- 
ple inall-his Kingdom thould be deſtroy'd by cruel and bloody 
hands: Achan to purchaſe a Wedge of Gold, and ſome filver, 


brought upon himielf and Family deſtruction ; and troubled, 


and diſquieted all 1/rac/. By this you may ſee what men will 
do, when there is money in the caſe: Theſe: Penal Laws did 
{eta great many hands at work, but none were fo induſtrious 
as the Informers, for that ſort of Vermine crawPd up and down 
every where, and were a plague to all people wherever they 
came ; hunting and ſearching up and down to find out Meet- 
ings, that they might prey upon the people, and get what 
money they could from them: . And this was their Trade 
co ſetup a work-houſe for Hell. Now when the Penal Sta- 
tutes are, taken away, this Trade vill be for ever deſtroy'd. 
Who will 'plead- for theſe Penal Laws that they may be kept 
up? ſurely none, but they that had a hand in robbing and 
ſpoiling their poor Neighbours. In. the ſenſe of the Apoſtle 
John, -Whofoever hateth bis Brother us a. murderer; and ye know 
that no murderer hath eternal life abiding 2 him. You may ſee 
by this Text who are the Murderers:-And if men ſhall be 
fent away with a Curſe into Everlaſting Fire for not relieving 
and comforting the People of God, when they were in diſtrels, 
and ſought 'unto them that were full, and rich, but they 


"had no bowels of compaſſion in them : What do you thin 


will become of them at that day, that have robb'd and br 
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the People of God in this day> Oh: that ſuch men would 

give glory to God by Repentance, and fatisfaftion to their 
poor Neighbours by an acknowledgment * ro them of the 
wrong they have done them. 


3. The third Reaſon why theſe Penal Laiws,ought to be _ 


ken away, is this; becauſe they have deſtroy'd Religion, and 
open'd a door to let in Debauchery and Prophaneneſs upon 
the People of theſe Lands ; the ſad effects of which we ſee 
at this day. Religion is the glory of a People, the intereſt 


of a Kingdom, and that which exalts a Nation. Now that Prov. 14. 


which deſtroys religious men, deſtroys Religion : bur that theſe 34- 


Penal Laws have deſtroyed great numbers of religious People 
{ince they were made, 1s evident and plain to all that know 


any thing : Thele Penal Stacutes have been the Fiery Serpents Numv. 21. 
that have ſlung and bit the People of God as they paſt on 5. 


their way through this Wilderneſs to the heavenly Canazr. 
Theſe have been the Thorns in their {ides, that have prick'd 
and ſcratch'd many : | Theſe have been a Yoke, which nei- 
ther us, nor our Fore-fathers were able to bear. Becauſe that 
Amalek. fell upon. God's 1/rac!, as they. palt along in the way, 
God commanded Moſes to write thes for a memorial in a Books, 
and rehearſe it in the ears of Joihua ; for 1 will utterly put out 
the remembrance of Amalek from under Heaven, Exod 7:14: 
King Sad had a commiſſion from God to do this work 3 Go 
and (mite Amalek, and utterly deſtroy all that they have, and 
ſpare them not, but ſlay both Man and Woman, Infant and Suck: 


ling, Ox and Sheep, Camel and Aſs - - But Sax/ did not do this 


work fo fully, as God had commanded him, and therefore he 
loſt two Kingdoms, an earthly Kingdom, and an heavenly 
Kingdom 3 firit lis Lite, and then his Soul, 1 Sam. 15. 3, 23, 
26, 28, Perlecutors are but one people 'in all Ages; . they 


riſe up in the Spirit of Cain, and allow of the deeds of 


their Fore-fathers 3 and are the Children of them which have 
killed the Prophets, and are guilty of all the righteous blood- 
ſhed upon the Earth, from the blood of righteous Abe!, un- 
to the blood of the laſt murdered Saint, This blood hath 
cryed long, and loud for vengeance on Perſecutors, and God 


Almighty, 
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Almighty will give a full, and ſpeedy anſwer to it; this 
will be but a bad plea for Men, when they ſhall appear be- 
fore Almighty God, nor but little comfort to them in this 

world, when they are on a ſick Bed, that they had Laws for 
- what they did. For if a Law' be ſinful, and bad, as theſe 
Penal Laws are, this will not bear a man out. The Jews 
were under Righteous Laws, and yet wicked : But theſe 
- men have deltroy'd the Righteous by Wicked Laws : De- 
ſtroy'd them in their Eſtates, deſtroy'd them in their Liber- 
ties, deſtroy'd them in their Relations, and deftroy'd many 
in their Lives: By. this you may fee what thete Penal Laws 
are. O let all good Men oy of thele Penal Laws, as Samar! 
{aid to Agag,; And Samuel ſaid, As thy Sword hath made 
Women childleſs, ſo ſhall thy Mother be childleſs among Womer., 
I Sam. I5. 33. 


__ 


4. Fourthly, Theſe Laws which are called Penal Laws, have 
deſtroyed Liberty, and Property : that which was ſpoken by 
the Prophet Joe!, concerning the Caterpillers, and Locuſts, 
and Palmer-Worms, and Canker-Worms, the ſame may 
be ſaid of theſe Penal Laws : That which the Palmer-Worm 
hath left, hath the Locuſt eaten,. and that which the Lecuſt hath 
left, hath, the Canker-Worm eaten, and that which the Canker- 
Worm hath lefr, hath the Caterpiller eatcn, Joel 1. 4. Now 
.this was a Judgment that ' was upon the Land, and a Plague 
upon the People of 7/7ae!: all this may be truly apply'd to 
the caſe in hand; for- what one Law left, the other took, 
and amongſt them ſwept away all that the people had; that 
of twenty pound' a month took away their Property, and 
for not coming to the Sacrament they loſt their Liberty by 
another Law, and a_ third ſhut them up in Priſon during 
Life, and a fourth if they would not abjure, and leave the 
Land, then they were to be hang'd up as Felons. Theſe 
were your Penal Statutes, that were then pur in force and 
EXECUTION againſt you ; are theſe Statutes fit to be kept up 
now,think you > Where is the man that would be impos'd upon 
himſelf and forc'd, and compelV'd? where is the man that 
would be perſecuted, and oppreſs'd, and robb'd of his Liberty 

| | an 
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and Property ? Every man values that at a high rate, and all 
partys are for Liberty; every man is for Liberty for himſel6 
and his own party, though he will not allow ic to others : 
now if all men would but walk by this rale, do as they would 
be done by, do as they would have others do unto them, 
mete that meaſure to others as they would have others: to 
mete unto them, and to love their Neighbours as themſelves ; 

: for upon this hangs the Law, and the Prophets, it is a ful- _ 
filling the Law : For the Law is fulfil d in.one word, even in this, 
thou ſhalt love thy Neighbour as thy ſelf, Gal. 5. 14. If men did 
bur duely obſerve, and keep this, then they would not be fo 
vny and dei{irous to. keep up compelling, and perlecuting- 

as 


- 


But I proceed to the fifth, and that is this : 


5. That theſe Penal Laws have deſtroyed Love and Charity - 
among Men ; a thing much to be delired, and highly to be va-- 
lued. When thefe Laws lay afleep, and were not put in force, 
how peaceably and quietly did one Neighbour live by another, 
how liveetly and friendly did one man converſe with each other? 
But no ſooner did that Brat of Hell, and of the Devil (Perſecu- 
tion) come among(t us, but ir put che whole Nation in a flame, ' 
like $.-7/5's Foxes that did fer all on fire they came near; then Judg: 7 5-44, 
it was nothing but Whig and Tory, Trimmer and Papiſt in Mat- 5 
querade : And in this firmentation was the Nation 1n, ti!l the 
King's Gracious Declaration for Liberty of Conſcience, came 
forth flying amongl(t us: That quencly'a, and pur out thele hres, 
that the Penal Laws had kindled: It brought peace to them that 
were in trouble, eaſe to them that were weary, and relief to - 
them that were in diſtreſs: It looſed the bands of chem that 
were bound over, and open'd the Priſon doors to them 
that were {hut up, and ſent Labourers into the Lord's 
Vineyard that ſtood ſtill; it put violence out of the hands of 
:hem that deſttoy'd, and it filled the hearts of many with joy, . 
and their mouths with pratſes and thankſgiving : Firſt to 
God Almighty, and then to the King, for his great Wiſdom, , 
Tuſtice, Mercy, Goodneſs and Kindneſs. rowards *e poor - 

| | UDtEcts. . 
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Subje&s. The good effects of this all good men ſee, and rejoyce | 
in. Now if theſe Penal Laws were the great Make-bate amongſt | 
the People, then the taking of them away will ſlay that enmity, | 
and bury all theſe reproachful names, and terms, that men have 
caſt upon one another. | | 


6. In the ſixth place, Perſecution is that which diſcourageth 
Trade, and greatly deſtroys it: It was that which brought the 
Trade into England, and it is that which will carry! the Trade 
out of England, The Perſecution that was heretofore in other 
Lands,made the Trading-people flie over into thele Lands,who | 
ſhewed the people here,the way of making theſe Manufactures, * 
that are now made in ſuch abundance, and have proved lo pro- | 
fitable and beneficial to theſe Kingdoms : This 1s fo well known, | 
that it cannot be denyed. Now the ſame way that brought the 
Trade to us, will certainly carry it from us. When 'thele Penal | 
Laws were put in force, did aot many Trades-men leave the 
Land, and Merchants, and others in ſeveral Cities in this King- 
dom did leave their habitations, and were forced to remove to | 
+ other places, becauſe of the Perſecution that was then? Thisis | 
well known to moſt men. Now as Righteouſneſs exalts a Na- | 
tion, ſo Trace enricheth a Nation. A proof of this you may ſee, 
if you look over into Holland, they granting Liberty of Con-_ 
(cience to all Perſuafions ; this brought them a Trade, and 
that Trade hath made them ſo great, and rich, that:as it were 
from a {mall Worm, they are become a great Mountain, and 
' from being Poor Diſtrefled States, they now call'/themfelves 
the High and Mighty ; from begging, and craving help of others. 
to ſupport them, their Trade hath ſo ſupported them, and en- | - 
creaſed their wealth and ſtrength, that they ſtrive to. graſp the 


Trade of Nations into their own hands : Now all theſe bleſſings | . 


they ſuck'd from the Breaſt of. Liberty of Conſcience. Trade 
Is a great part of the glory of a Nation: It fills the King's Cof- 
fers with Treaſure he Cuſtom being one of the Jewels of 
his Crown:) It encreaſeth Merchants, and makes them great : 
Ire enricheth the Shopkeepers,- and makes them wealthy : Tc 
encourageth Shipping, and Navigation, that carries out the Ma- 
nufactures of England, and returns with rich CORES, - 
an 
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and with Gold, and Silver : It ſets thouſands of hands at work, 
and imploys the poor of the Land ; ic encourageth Stfangers, 
and Forreigners to come and dwell amongſt us, to ſhew us their 
art and kill: Ic advanceth the price of Land, that the Nobles, 
and Gentry have fo great a part of. This thews the great ad- - 
vantage of Trade, that extends its benefits to every man. Now 
they thatare for the keeping up of the Penal Statutes, are not 

: the Friends of the Common-wealtl;, but Enemies to Trade, 
becauſe they are for Perſecution. Now he that runs may read, 
and he that reads may ſee the evil of theſe Penal Laws. 


I ſhall now come to the Objections that are uſually made 4- 
gainſt the taking away of theſe Laws, and anſiver them. The 
firſt Objection 1s this : Do you think that this Liberty and To- 
leration which you now enjoy, 1s granted and given ro you in * 
love and kindneſs; is it not to ſerve a turn, and to bring about - 
another thing? Now my anſwer to this Objection is this ; If 
this work be of God, then it is in love and kindneſs to the 
Diſlenters : But this work is of God, as will appear to all men, 
that do but confider well theſe three things, that is, the time, 

: the way, and the effets. Firſt then of the time ; when this 
King came to the Crown, what were mens thbughts then? The 
Sufferers they thought, that their condition would have been 

worle ; the Perſecutors they thought that their Trade ' would 

- have been better : The Sufferers they did not expect to have 

_ © enjoyed that which they now enjoy 3 it was above their Faith, 

and beyond their ho The Perſecutors they did not believe, 
. nor fear, that they thould have ſeen, and beheld the things they 
. now ſee. Thisgreat diſappointment hath filled the one with 
;oy and gladneſs, and the other with rage and madneſs. God 
ath overtaken his People with preventing mercies, and hath 
reproved his enemies in the way ; he hath opened the' mouths 
Of his people to bleſs God, and che King for this Liberty grant- 
ed to them, and hath tyed up the hands of Perſecutors, and 
this makes-them blaſpheme. O let men praiſe the Lord for his -— 
wondrous works, and let them know that the moſt High God pr. 35.5. —j 
doth whatſoever he pleaſeth in the Kingdoms/of men, = 
> £ 
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2. Of the way; other Kings have given Liberty of Conſcience 


to their Subjects, becauſe they were of their PER) but | 
this King gives Liberty of Conſcience to all his Proteſtant 


- Subjects, though himſelf be of another perſuaion ; and in this 


he out-ſhines in glory all the Crowned Heads that were before 
him. The King thinks that our perſwaſion 1s the Wrong, 
and we believe that his is not the right, nevertheleſs this. 
does not leſſen his Power, and Authority over us,- nor dimi- 
niſh our Duty and Obedience to him. God hath put this in- 
to the Heart of the King, that all the Yokes, agd Bonds, and 
Burthens, that have been laid upon Conlcience, or on men. 


_ for their Conſcience ſake towards God, in the former Reigns 


to be broken, and for ever removed. Is not this a wonderful | 
work of God, to haveall this done at once, which could never | 
be done before, and we have reaſon to think that it would never | 


- have been done by any Prince but this? O let no man ſay, 
that there is a new King riſen up that knew not. Joſeph, or | 


Iſa. 26. 2. 
Mat. 23.13, 


that there is a Joſeph in the Land, that will not know Pharaoh. 
O let /this Liberty be thankfully received, and wiſely im- 
prov'd, that Gods glory may be advanced, that the Juſtice, 
wiſdom, kindneſs, and goodneſs of the King may be-acknow- 
ledged, as the great inſtrument in the hand of God, in a work 
ſo great and good as this is towards Is People. 


- 3. Of the effe&s, no man can ſay now in- this! our 7/-act, 
that the Gates of Liberty are ſhut up againſt him : | The Righ- 
reous Nationthat keeps the truth may now enter in. No man can ſay 
now in thefe Kingdoms, That rhe Kingdom of Heaven ſuffers 


. wiolence, Every Man-may now enter into it that. will. No 


| Mancanſay now in City, or Countrey, that the evil! Angels 


| Every Man may now. fit under the ey rang of Gods 5 


hold the Winds, that they cannot blow, that is, Perſecutors : 


in the Miniſtry of the Word, and ſerve him without fear. 
Many hundreds have been let out of Priſon, that were before 
ſhut up : many thouſands that were before troubled and pro- 
{ecuted, are now quiet, andin peace: many hundreds are now 
Labouring in' the Lords Vineyard, preaching the Word of 
God pp and down every where, and there be many Pn | 


# 
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of Souls, that doattend and hear the Word of God preach- 
ed tothem. Havenot many thouſands of the People in theſe 
Nations own'd, and acknowledged this to be the Work of 
God in their Addreſſes to the King > Now by all this you may 
ſee, that ic is the work of God, then it is in love and kindneſ; 
Ew Diflenters ; let this then ſerve for an Anſwer to this Ob- 
jection. | 


The ſecond Objection is: If theſe Penal Laws ſhould be taken 
away, then Popery will come in upon us. ' Be this Objection 
then I perceive the thing that you fear, is the coming in of Po- 
pery, and the way that you will take to keep it out, is to 
continue the Penal Laws : Now this being an evil way, may 
bring that evil upon you which you fear : This evil way the 


Iſraehites of old did take when they were afraid of the Canaa- Num". 15. 


nites: And they ſaid one to another, Let us makg a Captain, and OW 33 


let us return into Egypt. Now this being. an evil way, brought Num: 14 4. 


that evil upon them which they feared ; Your carcafſes ſhall falt Vie 25: 
ia this wilderneſs, This evil way did King Saul take when he 

was afraid of the Pbiliftines : Then ſaid Gan 

me a woman that hath a familiar Spirit, that I may go to her, and 5, 3, 5+ 
enquire of her 5 and his ſeruauts ſaid xnto him, Behold there is a Yale >. 
woman that hath a familiar Spirit at Endor. Now this being an ' 

evil way, brought that evil upon him and his Sons which he 
feared. So Saul died, and his three Sons, and his Armoir-bearer, 

and all his Men that ſame day together, 1 Sam. 31.4, 5,6. This 

was the evil way that King Zedekiah did take, when he was 


afraid of the Chaldzans, he would not hearken to the word of Jer. 33.1 » 


the Lord by Feremtah the Prophet; But he fled, and went ferth os 
out of the City by night, by the way of the King's Gardens, by the 
Gate berwixr two walls, and he went ont the way of the Plain, Fer, 
29.4. This being an evil way, did bring upan him and his 
10uſe all that evil which he feared. Ther the King of Babylon 
ſlew the Sons of Zedekiah before his eyes in Riblah, and be flew all. 
the Nobles of Judah, and he put ot Zedekiahs eyes, and bound him 
in Chains, to carry him to Babylon, Fer. 39. 6. 7. This evil way 
did the Fews take in the days of our Saviour, and in the days of 
the Apoſtles, when they were afraid of the Romans, The Ro- hn 1s. 
C4 mans #3: 
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unto his ſervants, Sech, 1 Sam. 23. 
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mans ſhall come, and take away both our Place and Nation, To fave 
'. themlelves from the Romans, they kept up Perſecution, and did _ 
Mar. 23 35. flay Gods faithful Witneſles, and were betrayers and murderers, 
a8s 7.32. and did endeavour to overthrow the work of God, and the 
faith of the Goſpel. Now this beingan evil way alſo, brought 
I uke 21 5, all that evil upon them which they feared. And are you {till 
25, for the keeping up of compe!ling and perſecuting Laws, becauſe 
you are afraid of Popery ? Is this the way to keep it out? Ne- 
ver yet did any people take an evil way to ſave themſelves from 
the evil they feared, but it brought it upon them. I have here 
ſheiwved you this at large, and I have alſo thewed you: the evil of 
theſe Penal Laws : Take heed therefore leſt you bring upon 
our ſelves that evil which hath befaln others ; you muſt not 
eep up that which is bad for fear of worſe, you muſt not do 
evil that good may come of it, you muſt not commit!in to keep 
out Popery, you muſt not keep mens Conſciences in Chains for 
ever, that is the work of the next World, and not this; the 
Goſpel will not allow that any man thould ſufter in his Body, 
or in his Eſtate, by perfecuting Laws,for the errors of his ming, 
nor that any man ſhould forfeit his Free-hold for being of 2 . 
wrong perſwaſion. He that ſpake as never man {pake, ſaid, Ler 
the Wheat and the Tares grow both together until the Harveft, Mar, 
Mat.: « 12. 13-30. It is Gods work to pull up, the Spirits work to con- 
John 16. 2. Vince, it is mans work to per{wade by ſound arguinents, and 
2 Cor.5-11. tg allureby a good Converlation men from a bad Religion to 2 
better, and from a wrong Religion to the right. A man does 
not believe as others believe, and cannot - believe as others 
would have him believe, but he believes as he ſees cauſe to 
believe. ' The queſtion then is not ſo much what | hath been 
done, nor what ſome men would have to be done, bur what is 
beſt to be done to keep'out DOPery; for that 1s your fear. If 
_ T ſhould give you counſel will you hearken to it, and if I giye 
you advice will you take it? 


] Firſt then if you will keep out Popery, do you amend you; 
JET- 7:3» mays and your doings, and turn uuto the Lord by a true and, ſincere 
repentance. You have heard of the Judgments of God which 

- have been abroad in other Lands, and you have been told of 

tne 


Judgments have not humbled you, nor your preſent Mercies 
have not drawn you, nor led you to the God of your Mercies. 
Do you look like a boy bronght forth in a day of light? do 

you look like a people that have lived ina Land of knowledge? 

do you look like a people that have fat under the preaching of 
| the Golpel, and have enjoyed the means of grace ſo long > Were 

ever mens mouths fo fult of Curling and Swearing, and Blaſ. 

pheming as now? were ever mens hearts fo full of Wrath and 

Rage, Frimity and Hatred againſt God, and againſt his holy 

ways as now ? were ever mens lives ſo full of Unrighteouſnels 

and Unzodlineſs, andall Wickednefs whatſoever, as they are 

now ? Did ever Pride fo reign in England, and Drunkenneſs 

{o abound, Murders ſo frequent, and Whoring as. it were a 

Staple Trade ? 'were ever peopte ſo Debauched and Prophane 

as they are now 2 What do you think will become of {ich a 

people ? Let no man decerve you with vain words, for becauſe» of theſe 

things cometh the wrath of God npon the children of aiſubedience, 

Eph. 5.6. O let the cry of your Prayers out-cry the cry of your 

ſins, that your tears may ouench that fire which your ſins have 

kindled : And be not out-done by Heathens 3 Remember whac 

Nixeteh 1d : If my people which are called by my name, ſhall hum-_ 
ble them{elves and pray, and ſeek my face, and turn from their wick- 

ed ways, then 1 will hear from Heaven, and will forgive their ſin, 

and will heal their Land, EC hron, 7. 14.9 hen the f7ews had fo 

provoked the Lord God by their tins and wickedneſs, their 

Ark then could not fave them, nor their Temple could not then 

preſerve them, but {ivift deſtruction came upon tem. O break 

oft your {ins by repentance, and your iniquities by bringing forth 

fruits of righteoulnel(s, that every man may live in Piety to- 

wards God, in Loyalty towards his Prince, and in Love and 

- Charity one towards another. The exerciting ſo many crue!- 

ties upon Diſlencers teretofore, and ot late years, by pernicious 

Laws hath opened a door to let in Debauchery upon the peo- 

ple of this Land. | | 


2. Second!y if you will keep out Popery, then let the Clergy 


of this Land keep out Lazinels and Idlenels, as: and 
pgs . : I1Ge,, 
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Pride, Covetouſne(s and Ambition, and Superſtition out of 
their Tribe, that they may beſhiningand burning lights among(t 
the people, and not like the idle Shepherds of old, nor like the 

| greedy and covetous Prieſts that look'd for their gain from their 

Joh. 16.12. quarter, J/a. 56. 11. Nor like the Hireling that flies from the 
Sheep when the Wolf comes, but to be valiant for the truth, 
labouring in Word and Doctrine, taking all opportunities to 
Preach the Word of God in Seaſon, and out of Seaſon, to the 
people, with all Authority, with all Sincerity, withall Aﬀecti- 
on, withall Humility and Plainneſs ; rightly dividing the Word 
of Truth, and wiſely applying it to the Conſciences of their 
Hearers ; convincing men by ſound Arguments drawn from the 
Scriptures of Truth, and alluring men by their good Examples 
and heavenly Converſations, that they may adorn the Goſpel 
of Chriſt, Praying without ceaſing, Faſting often, Watching - 
diligently over their Flocks, that they may ſave themſelves 
and them that hear them. 7 | | 


= 


I, Firſt, Let them confider the End of Preaching, which 
isto enlighten men in the truth, and to build them up in the 
moſt holy Faith, That they may be turned from darkneſs to light 

As 26.12. and from the power of Satan unto God, thaf the bad may 
be made good, and that the good may be made better, and 
they that are without, may be brought in, and they that are 
within may be built up, and encreaſle in grace. 


2. Secondly, Let them con(ider the meſſage they: are to de- 
| Clare to the People, which 'was from the beginning, That God 
3 Joh. 1. 5. #5 light, and love, andin him 1s no darkneſs at all, Behold what 
| manner of love the father hath beſtowed. on us, that we ſhould be cal- 

led the Sons of God, John 3.1. But Ged commendeth his love to- 
wards us, in that while we were yet ſinners, Chriſt died for us, Rom. 
5.8. For God ſo loved the World, that he gave his only begotten Son, 
that whoſoever believerh in him, ſhould not periſh, but have everlaſt- 
ing life, John 3. 16. Unto him that loved us, and waſhed us from 
our ſms in his own bloud. Rev. 1.5. The Meſlage then is love, 
the love of God to men on earth, Peace and good Will ; this 
love is ſhed abroad -in the Heart, this love draws __ » 

| | od, 


\, 


God, and _ them with him, and carrys them. to him. O Rom. 8.25. 


what a bleſſed fubjec is the love of God for Men to dwell 
upon ! T | , 

2. Thirdly, Let them conſider the Charge that is com- 
mitted ta their care, to overſee the Souls of ſo many thoufands 
of Men and Women, that do hear them, and will hear none 
but them in this Kingdom. Wherefore ] rakfyou to record this 
day, that I am pure from the blood of all men; for I have not ſhunned 
to declare unto you all the counſel of God, rake heed therefore unto 
your ſelves, and unto all the flock, over which the boly Ghoſt hath 
made you overſeers. Atts Lo. 26, 27, 28. 


4. Fourthly, Let them conſider of that Account they muſt 
_ give to God almighty hereafter ; ko ſhall. give Account to him 
that is ready to judge the Quick and the Dead. 1 Peter 4. 5. So 
then every one of us ſhall give Account of himſelf;ro God, Rom. 14.12. 
But 1 keep under my Body, and bring it into ſubyetton, leſt that by 
any means when I have Preached to others, I my ſelf ſhould be a caſt- 
away, 1 Cor. 9. 27, O let theſe things be well conſidered of 
by the Clergy-men. if they have been in the wrong heretofore, 
that they may be in the right now. In ſome things we offend 
in all, in all things we offend in ſome ; if this be not regarded, 
by them, it will bea witneſs againſt them 3 the leſs of the wiſ- 
dom of man that is ſeen in it, the more of the power of God 
may appear by it. | | 


Thirdly, If you will keep out Popery when it ſhall pleaſe 
the King to cali a Parliament, that you do then chuſe ſuch men 
for your Repreſentatives, that may perfe& this good work the 
King hath begun, for Liberty of Conſcience, chufe men that 
have a good affection for the Kings gracious Declaration, Men 
of Wiſdom and Underſtanding, Men of good Lives and Con- 
verſations, Men that havea high value for Religion, and a true 
| love for their Countrey, Men that have lived peaceably, and 
quietly amongſt their Neighbours, that are not of a Perſecuting 
Spirit. The King hath been graciouſly pleaſed to offer that to 
his People, that is ſo great, and the way of doing it fo 2 

| | 3c 
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that no Prince can offer better, and no People can defire more: 
The thing the King offers is Liberty, Liberty of Conſcience, 
| the free exerciſe of every mans Conſcience towards God ; a 

thing that hath been ſo much deſired, a thing that is {6 
highly valued, a thing ſo well pleaiing to God, and ſo ac- 
ceptable with Men, a thing that hath made Nations great 
and happy, that this Liberty of Conſcience which we all 

enjoy. may be ſo ſecured to all by tuch a Law, thar it 
may not be in the power of any that ſhall come after to al- 
ter that ſettlement, nor deſtroy that ſecurity. , Now : the 
way the King offers this is in your own way, in a }Parliamen- 
tary way, and can there be any thing more Juſt than this, thar 
by them theſe Penal Laws and Teſts may be taken! away, and 
that by.them ſuch a Law may be made, as may ſecure Liber- 
ty of Conſcience to every Man,that it may not be in the power 
of any one party to hurt the reft for theexerciſfing of their Con- 

{ciences towards God in his worſhip.Did ever Liberty of Conſci- 

ence hurt any Nation ? or did ever Liberty of Conſcience de- 
ſtroy Religion?Have not the benefits & bleſſings been ever great 
that have flowed from it,as I have fully proved before?Notwith- 
ſtanding all this,ſome oppoſe this good work,others do diſcourage 
it, and ſome do not underſtand it : under theſe mariy difficulties 
doth Liberty of Conſcience ſtruggle at this day, and wants 
ſtrength to be brought forth. The King hath pur his Royal 

Hand to this good work;-and he expects that his Subjects ſhould 
put their Hands to it alſo; that when a Parliament ſhall be 
called, and come together, they may compleat it, 'and perfe&t 
. it. If any ſhall ſay, as Nicodemus, How can theſe things be ? ] an- 

{wer,that which hath been done may be done,now this hath been 
done by Heathens themſelves. Now O King eſtabliſh. the decree and 
ſign the writing, that it mayor be changed according to the Law of 
the Medes and Perſians which altereth nor. Dan. 6.\8. Then they 
came near, and ſpake before the King concerning the Kings Decree, 
Haſt thownot ſigned a decree, that every man that ſhall ask a petition 
. of any God or Manwithin Thirty days ſave: of thee, © King, ſh.all be 
 . .Caſt into the Den of Lyons? The King anſwered and [zid, the thing 

is true according to the Law of the Medes and Periians which al- 
zereth not, verſe 12. Then the King when he heard theſe words, 
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ſore aiſpleaſed with himſelf, and ſet his Heart on Daniel to deliver 
him : and helaboured till the going down of 'the Sun to deliver him. 
werſe 14. Here was a Law made that could not be changed, nor 
altered, they that made it would not do it, and the King that 
te itcouldnotdo ir, though he laboured till the going down 
of the Sun. This was done by Heathens, ſurely Chriſtians can 
do much more. | | | | 
was there not. a Laiv made in England heretofore, that 
yon call Magna Charta, and notwithſtanding the many Changes, 
and Alterations, that have been in this Kingdom ſince that, is 
that Law changed or altered ? The Peop:2 of this Kingdom here- 
tofore, have been in great confulions, and in great diſtraion 
under many Calamities, and Judgments; in War, and Blood, 
11 Flames, and Perſecutions, yet 44agna Cherta hath remained, 
and doth ſtill; why then may there not be a agna Charta for 
Liberty, as well as there is for Property 2 - 

Fourthly, If you will keep out Popery, then you muſt keep 
our flaviſh fear, and groundlels Jealouſys and unbelief out of 
your hearts, and minds. Fear God and keep his command- 
ments, truſt in the Lord for ever, For inthe Lord Jehovah is ever- 
laſting ſtrength: Iſaiah 26. 4. The Lord God is a Wall of Fire, 
round about his People, and the glory in the midſt of them, ZaChary, 
chap. 2.'v. 5. And if there were as many Enemies as there be 
Sands in the Sea, they could not break. through this Wall to 


' burc you. What ſhall one then anſwer the Meſſengers of the Nation ? 
That the Lord hath founded Zzon, and the poor of his People ſhall truſt 
in it, Iſa. 14. 32. God hath builded hischurch upon a Rock, and ma. 15.1 


the Gates of Hel ſhall not'prevail againſt it. Can men meaſure 
the Flames, can men bundle up the Air, can men turn the earth 
into a lump of Gold > They may as ſoon do this, as prevail a- 
ozinſt Gods Church. Look into the Days of the. Apoſtles, the 
Church of God in that day had no Emperours nor-Kings to pro- 
fe& it, nor humane Laws to ſupport it, nor Carnal Weapons 
to defend it, they had no Armies to guard them, nor to fight 


| their Battles, but both Fezs, and Genrilcs were againſt them. Bxc 


the unbelieving Jews ſtirred up the Gentiles, and made; their: minds 
evil affefed agaimſt the Prethren, and there was an aſſault made both 
of the Gentiles and alſoof rhe Jews, with their Rulers, to uſe them 

| D \ deſpitefully. 
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AQ 7. 52. deſpitefully,and to ſtone them, Afts 14.2, 5. yet in all ths, they mere | 
ans 1 0.8, more than Conquerours. The great Diana of the Genriles fell down” | 
| 1-*** before them, and the Temple worſhip of the Jews came ro noughe. 
Feb. 11.33. By the Shield of Faith rhey ſubdued Kingdoms, and by the Sword 
-* of the Spirit they conquered Nations. For the Weapons of our War. | 
- fare, are not carnal, but mighty through God, to the pulling dawn of 
ftrong holds ;, caſting down imaginations, and cvery high thing that 
'exalteth it ſelf againſt the knowledge of God. 2 Cor. 10. 4, 5. Ineed 
not tell you what men have done, I cannot tel] you what men 
will do; but I can tell you what men cannot do : Behold I have 
ſer before thee an open door and no man can ſhut it, Rev, 3. 8. No man 
can ſhut the door of Faith, the door of hope, the door of Gof- 
afts 5. 39, Pel grace, that God hath ſer'open, no man can oyerthrow that 
work,which God hath begun,and hath been carrying.on in theſe 
Nations. The Phariſces therefore ſaid among themſelves, Perceive ye 
how ye prevail nothing ? Behold, the World uw gone after him, Atts 
32.19. No man can bring any evil upon you, that God cannot 
prevent, nor hinder that good from you, that God hath promi- 
{ed to you. No-man can take from you that Joy that God gives 
ro. you, Joy unſpeakable and full of Glory 3 and your Foy no man 
raketh from you, John F6. 22, No man can hinder the fulfilling 
of Gods word, ' the accompliſhment of ' the prophecies, and 
the finiſhing of the myſtery of God, as the hath declared to his Ser- 
vants the Prophets, Rev. 10,7. No man can hinder the working. 
of Providences, which God doth exerciſe in the Government 
of the World, for the good of his People. No man can_ 
hinder the increaſe of grace here, nor the reward of glory here- 
after. I have here ſhewed you what that work of God 
was in the days of old, and I have ſhewed you, what that 
work ef God 1s in our day:; I have alſo ſhewed you the e- 
vil of theſe Penal Laws, and have anſwered the Objections ; 

- that are uſually made againſt their being taken away, 1 
have alſo ſhewed you, how Popery may be Kept- out of this 
Kingdom, 2nd it may be love may ſay I have faid too little, 

envy may ſay I have ſaid roo much; and who can pleaſe al! ? 
My defign in all this, is the glory of God, the honour of the 
King and the good of all his ſubjects ; Love the brother-hood. Fear - 

«< - Sod... Honour the King, I Peter 2,17, . 
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Poltſcript. 

T is often alledged, That if the Teſt ſhould 
be taken away, then the Papilſts will come and 
{tt in Parliament. 

But how can the Papiſts fit in the Houle ot 
Commons, unleſs the Proteſtants chule them ? 
How can they enter within them Walls, unlels 
the Proteſtants open the Door, being in number 
more than two hundred to one Papiſt, through- 
out the whole Land. I: it not very unlikely ac 
this time, that Proteſtants will chuſe Papiſts for 
their Repreſentatives 1a Parliament? Will they 
not rather chuſe Men of their own Perſuaſions, 
that are moſt agreeable to their own Sentiments, 
from whom they may expe to reap the greateſt 

” . benehits, 


= Fi Mort. 


benefits, eſpecially 1 ia.a marter ſogreat and weight y 
as this is? You therefore that are for the contimu- 
ing the Penal Laws and Teſts, let me then ask you 
thele following Queſtions. 


. Whether the many Teſts that have heen 
I in this Kingdom, theſe many years paſt, 
did ever ſupport, and you the Makers of 


them ? 
I, Whether theſe Teſts be not Penal Laws £ 


- NI. Whether the preſent Teſts be not FOE | 
Religion and 2 which are 1o dear to all 
Men ? = 


1V. How was Religion orefetved, and kept up 
n this Kingdom, before theſe two late Telis were 
- made ? 


V. Whether the Penal Laws and Teſts have Ppre- 


; ferv'd Religion in this Nation, ſince they were 
. made, or deſtioyed it ? | 


VI. Whether 
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| VI. Whether the Penal Laws ind Teſts, be thin > -__-/ 
y the Bulwark of the Proceſtane Religion aganl | / 
5 
] Popery ds! TE on ql AS \ / | | 


1 VIL Wherher you tan Gd ah Mit That" have - / 
| been Perſecutors, and Spoilers'o Grhare, tor ae P 
L 


Conſciences cowards God) that are for the taking F 4. 
away Penal Laws and Teſts! m eo 
VII." Whether hat ® True tek Var 7 up- 
ports her ſelf by Perfecuting' Laws, ind enricherly m_ 


her ſelf by the Ruin. of others * -þ 5 = ES © : 'J 
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Ix Whether Liberty of Conftierc be not the 

Intereſt of chis Nation ? =; : ; 
7 © Til $a al 

X. Whether a men! may nor be Eapable / 

of fndiog out a better way, and a better ſecurity 


for our ang and Religion, than chele Teſts  / gf 


- 
are © eu 
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XI. Whether the Church of God hath not a bets 

ter Retuge, and a ſtronger Tower to flie unto at 

F all times, than Humane Laws, or an Arin of Fleſh? 


The Lord alſo will be a Refuce fer the oppreſſed; a Re- 


fuge in time of , Plal. >a 9. The Lord is'my | 
ſtrength, and my fhield 5 my heart tr uſted in him, aid 4 
1 am helped, Plal. 28. 7. Our Soul watteth for the 
Lord, he is our belp, and our ſhield, Plal. 33. 20. 
For thou haſt been a ſhelter for me, and a ſtrong Tower # 
from the Enemy, Plal, 61. 3. In God i my ſalvation, 
and my glory: The Rock of my ſtrength, and my Refuge 
is in God, Plal. 62. 7. My Goodneſs, and my Fortreſs, 
my high Tower, and my Deliverer, my Shield, and be | 
im whom I truſt ; who ſubdueth my People ak me, 
 Pfal. 144: 2. Ne that fear the Lord, truſt in the " 
he is their Help, and their Shield, Pal. 115, I]. Por | 
the Lord God is a Sun and Shield the Lord will give. 
grace and glory: No good thing will he with-bold from 
_— tbem that walk wprightly, Plal. 84. 11. Truſt ye mn the 


Lord for ever, - for m the Lord Jehovah is erver ng 
ſtrength, Iſa. 26. 4... 
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